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‘ Nationalization of the Public : Understanding of
North Korea and the Characteristics of the North
Korean Regime

Class Introduction

Hello. This is Park Sang-hee, who will lecture on 'Politics and Society in North Korea.'

North Korea seems to be a very close yet distant existence to us. Considering the physical
distance between Korea and North Korea, they are spatially closest, and they are very intimate
beings who share the commonality of being of the same ethnicity as us and speaking the same
language. However, if you think of the invisible psychological distance, it seems that it is a very
far away existence. This is because many things, such as political ideology, political system,
economic system, and social culture, operate differently from our country.

However, it is also a relationship in which we must closely cooperate with North Korea for the

sake of the national community and peace on the Korean Peninsula. So, the process of knowing
and understanding North Korea seems to be very important. | hope that this 'Politics and Society
of North Korea' lecture will be a meaningful guide for you to know and understand North Korea,

which is near and far.

However, if you try to understand and study North Korea, you may find it difficult, ambiguous, or
somewhat boring. | think it's because it's not a situation where we can go and see and
experience North Korea, so we feel very abstract about what North Korea really is. So, from now
on, this lecture 'Politics and Society of North Korea' will discuss North Korea by introducing and
interpreting concrete visual icons such as North Korean paintings, monuments, and photographs,
along with explanations of North Korea. Then, since it is visual, | think that the reality of North
Korea will be felt a little closer.

Since this is the first lecture, if | introduce this lecture as a whole, it consists of a total of 10
lectures. First of all, today's topic will deal with the public's nationalization, understanding of
North Korea, and the characteristics of the North Korean regime. It can be said that it is a step in
preparing for the first step toward understanding North Korea, such as what images come to
mind when we hear ‘North Korea’ and how we view North Korea.
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Furthermore, I'm about to discuss the 'characteristics of North Korea’s political system.' Since
North Korea's political system is different from ours, you may feel that it has a very strange and in
some way incomprehensible political structure. For example, we may come face to face with the
characteristics of a theocracy state that mythologizes long-term rule and power, a strong
Suryeong(Supreme Leader) system and leader, a military-centered guerrilla state, or a theater
state that unfolds spectacular show-style politics. And among them, the nature of the totalitarian
political system will be discussed together. And through ‘A State of Mind', the documentary
about North Korea, we will discuss the nationalization of the public and the daily life of the North
Korean people in North Korea.

And in the second lecture, we will deal with the historical fact and historical fiction of the Battle
of Bocheonbo. It is time to briefly deal with the history of North Korea and understand the
historical context of how North Korea became communist and how Kim Il Sung came to power
among many political forces. In particular, while discussing the Battle of Bocheonbo, which
brought Kim Il Sung fame during the anti-Japanese revolution, we will interpret the painting
‘Touchlight of Pochonbo' and 'Victorious Battle of Pochonbo Memorial Tower' together.

In the third lecture, | hope that you will be able to understand the characteristics of North Korean
politics by discussing the official ruling ideology of North Korea, the Unique Ideological System of
Juche Ideology and the Aesthetic Symmetric Structure’. | would like to talk about the formation
process and contents of the Juche Ideology, and the meaning of the aesthetically symmetric
structure revealed in 'the Tower of Juche Ideology Ideology.'

In the fourth lecture, we will deal with 'the power of the face revealed in the portrait of Kim |l
Sung in the theocracy of North Korea.' One of the characteristics of North Korea's political system
can be said to have theocratic characteristics. We are going to discuss it centering on 4 portraits
of Kim Il Sung. Thinking about the reason for using a portrait picture of a leader rather than a
picture of the leader's face that is commonly used, and in the process of interpreting the portrait
as an icon, it is expected that you will come face to face with the transcendent and deified leader
Kim Il Sung.
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In the fifth lecture, we will talk about 'the similarity and differentiation of the images of Kim
Jong-il and Kim Il Sung of hereditary power.' North Korea is a unique country where power is
hereditary. In the process of passing power from Kim Il-sung to Kim Jong Il, how were the images
of these leaders visualized? On the one hand, Kim Jong-il would have wanted to inherit the
political legitimacy of his father, Kim Il Sung, and on the other hand, it seems that he wanted to
create his own leadership style. Let's take a look at such contents with pictures of North Korea.

In the sixth lecture, with the theme of ‘The lllusory Body of the North Korean People as
Sociopolitical Organisms’, | plan to look at how North Korean people are visually reproduced in
North Korea. In general, we will also discuss the 'two bodies of the king', which divides the body
of a king or leader into a natural body and a political body. North Korea emphasizes that people
have two bodies. In other words, Juche, the ruling ideology of North Korea, divides people's life
into 'physical life' and 'socio-political life'. Therefore, it seems that we should pay more attention
to the visual representation of the people's socio-political organism. To this end, let's compare
North Korea's painting 'The Melters of the Past' with the Soviet Union's 'Volga River Workers."'

In the seventh lecture, under the theme of ‘Political relationship between the Suryeong(Supreme
Leader) and the people in the principle of creating the image of the leader’, we will look into
how the relationship between leaders and people is being reproduced on a visual icon in North
Korea. In North Korea, the principle of creating the image of the Suryeong(Supreme Leader) is
stipulated. Centered on that, depending on the composition of the painting, that is, the
arrangement or location, and the brightness, size, color, etc., the political relationship between
the leader and the people can be revealed. Let's meet those details.

In the eighth lecture, we will discuss 'Juche realism, mythical-surrealistic realism’.

North Korea calls their art Juche Realism. At first, it was influenced by socialist realism that was
developed in the Soviet Union. As it combines with the Juche Ideology, it is emphasized as Juche
realism. However, it is discovered that the word 'realism’', has mythical and surreal contents,
unlike the original meaning of the term. So, | think North Korean art should actually be called
‘mythical-surrealistic realism’. | will discuss these discussions by comparing the icons of the Soviet
Union and North Korea.
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In the ninth lecture, with the theme of ‘Chollima-Mallima Speed Battle: North Korea’s Economy
and People’s Mobilization’. Centering on the North Korean propaganda painting 'Did Comrade
Ride the Chollima?’, | plan to see various propaganda paintings about the Chollima during the
Kim Il Sung era and the Mallima speed battle up to Kim Jong-un recently, in other words, North
Korean posters. The propaganda painting 'Did comrade ride the Chollima?'isa 1958
propaganda painting. Since it is constantly being renewed and used to this day, | plan to look at
North Korea's economy and people's mobilization centered on this propaganda painting. Here
we discuss together Althusser's concepts of the ideological subject.

And in the last tenth lecture, we will meet North Korean landscape paintings under the theme of
‘Political landscape painting, a political device for memory and oblivion’. When we generally think
of landscape painting, we think of it as a fine art that is far from political. Landscape painting in
North Korea can be read as a political landscape painting in itself. Here, | plan to analyze and
interpret various landscape paintings such as Mt. Baekdu, the sacred place of revolution in North
Korea, slogan tree, red sky and bridge, waves, etc.

However, today is the first class, so in this lecture, | would like to explain the basics to understand
North Korea first. First, | introduced the overall lecture on politics and society in North Korea. I'm
going to talk about the image of North Korea that we feel while looking at North Korea. In fact,
North Korea is not an open society, so there is not much information known to the outside world,
so the image we have of North Korea is very limited and we have a strong impression about one
of them.

Let's talk about such an image of North Korea. And our perspective on North Korea has a dual
aspect, just like the lyrics of the song, “You are near and far away.” We will also discuss that dual
perspective.

Third, let me outline the characteristics of the North Korean system by dividing it into political,

economic, and social characteristics. Since we will be studying North Korea in the future, this is
an effort to introduce basic knowledge and information about North Korea and to understand
North Korea beforehand.
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Fourth, we will look at various debates about the North Korean political system. In fact, it is very
difficult to say in one word that the characteristics of the North Korean regime are such and such.
This is because the North Korean system has universal characteristics in some ways, but also has
several special characteristics. It seems that depending on which aspect is emphasized, there is a
difference in the way North Korea is viewed. Let's take a look at the various debates about it.

Fifth, we will compare the totalitarian political system and the North Korean system. First, let's
look at Friedrich-Brzezinski's totalitarianism and Hannah Arendt's totalitarianism, which discuss
the concept of totalitarianism. And let's briefly compare the characteristics of totalitarianism and
the North Korean system.

Sixth, one of the representative examples in which North Korea's totalitarian characteristics are
revealed is group gymnastics. Through the documentary 'A State of Mind' directed by Daniel
Gordon, we will explain the meaning of collective performances such as North Korea's collective
gymnastics, and examine the resulting nationalization process and people's daily lives. This is the
end of this session.
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‘ Nationalization of the Public : Understanding of
North Korea and the Characteristics of the North
Korean Regime

@ Viewpoint toward North Korea

We will start from where we left last session. Everyone, what images come to your mind when
you hear 'North Korea'? In this time, I'm going to talk about the images that come to mind when
heard 'North Korea'. For example, when you think of North Korea, do you think of Kim Jong Un,
nuclear weapons, famine, or group performances in perfect order? When you think of these
keywords, you may inadvertently think that North Korea is a very strange or eccentric country. |
think it's because North Korea's political system and social aspects are quite different from those
of other countries, so you feel a sense of heterogeneity. At the same time, | think about how
much we and neighboring countries know about North Korea.

If | summarize and organize the images of North Korea, | think there are these images. ‘North
Korea is a strange country.” So, North Korea has total control over its people and is a completely
monolithic society. The North Korean people are loyal to Kim Il Sung, Kim Jong Il and Kim Jong
Un. And it is a dangerous and aggressive armed state. North Korea is a criminal state. North
Korea is making its people starve. North Korea is a country that does not change. In fact, this is
an image of North Korea or a certain stereotype, or what he calls an 'obvious cliché’, extracted
from the book 'Jangmadang and Military-first Politics' written by Hazel Smith. Here, the author
proposes to rethink North Korea beyond these obvious clichés. There is also such an expectation
that if you go beyond the obvious image of North Korea, you will start to see a different North
Korea. So, first of all, this is the content | brought to talk about what kind of image there will be
if you look at North Korea with such an obvious gaze. Not all of these things are wrong, and not
all of them are right. However, some of them may be valid in some way, and some may be
misunderstandings or stereotypes, and we will examine them one by one.

TN & SIAIO1
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First of all, we believe that 'North Korea is completely controlling the people and is a completely
monolithic society'. | think we can think that way enough when we see group performances in
North Korea, which we often see on TV or in videos. This photo is a group performance showing
North Korea's collective gymnastics. North Korea's group performances, mass games, and group
card sections often show surprisingly perfect appearances that surprise the world. It makes us
think how much practice all these people had to do to get to this. In the second half of this
lecture, we will discuss a documentary called 'A State of Mind' that shows the process of
preparing for the actual mass game in North Korea. Let's learn more about this mass game
through the video. These features seem to make you think that North Korea is a completely
monolithic society with total control over its people'.

Second, we think that ‘North Korean people are loyal to Kim Il Sung, Kim Jong Il, and Kim Jong
Un.’ You can see people walking down below, and there are cars standing there. You can see
people walking and cars standing below, and if you compare it with that, you can guess the size
of these portraits is staggering. We can also feel the power of the North Korean leader from this
overwhelming size. A detailed analysis of these portraits will be discussed in detail in a later
lecture. However, it is regrettable that these enormous portraits are being displayed by North
Korea, and there are not many opportunities to actually look into the opinions of North Korean
people. However, in North Korea, there is still a paradigm of praise and glory for
Suryeong(Supreme Leader), along with constant ideological education for the great leader Kim Il
Sung, General Kim Jong I, and respected Marshal Kim Jong Un. And at the same time, we must
remember that there are many North Korean defectors who are trying to escape North Korea.

Third, we think that North Korea is a dangerous and aggressive military state. In fact, North Korea
launches ICBMs from time to time, causing threatening tension not only on the Korean Peninsula
but also around the world. And North Korea even gives fear of nuclear weapons, so | think it can

be considered very dangerous and aggressive in terms of security.
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This photo is from the music video which is created with the videos of launching an ICBM
distributed by North Korea. | would like you to see the North Korean music video that includes
this scene. It is a video that has received more attention because the existing North Korea has not
been publicly disclosed like this. If you look at this video, it shows a very spectacular scene of
launching an ICBM, like a scene from a movie of Marvel or 'Top Gun', or a scene from a flashy
advertisement. It reminds us of the opening scene of 'Top Gun' for a moment. In the opening
scene, which shows the aircraft taking off and landing from an aircraft carrier, the control
officers moving very busy on the flight deck are spectacular with a sense of tension. Likewise, you
can see scenes from North Korea that are very rhythmic, such as he movement of the car loaded
with the ICBM, the dazzling camera angle following the movement, the appearance of Kim Jong
Un wearing sunglasses and a leather jacket, the way he looks at his watch, hand gestures giving
instructions, and the repeated unison of soldiers executing them. However, if there is one
regrettable thing, it is that the main character is Kim Jong-un, not Tom Cruise. And the directing
of the camera and the sense of speed are still not as good as the movies.

However, these spectacular attempts make me think that North Korea is really a theater country.
The concept of this theater state will also be explained in the following discussion of 'various
controversies about North Korea's political system'. Anyway, this video is also showing off that
North Korea now has great confidence in the armed forces. However, unlike the spectacular
video, the act of actually launching ICBMs or missiles from time to time or conducting a nuclear
test causes great tension in neighboring countries and gives them anxiety and fear about security.
However, on the other hand, North Korea's use of force is also a means to increase diplomatic
bargaining power in the field of international relations and diplomacy. Anyway, it is clear that it is
a factor that makes us seriously think about peace on the Korean Peninsula.

Fourth, we also think that ‘North Korea is a criminal country'. The assassination of Kim Jong Nam,
the eldest son of North Korean leader Kim Jong Il and older brother of Kim Jong Un, with a
chemical weapon, VX solution in 2017, and the execution of Jang Seong-taek, former vice
chairman of the National Defense Commission and uncle of Kim Jong Un, etc. are factors that
makes North Korea a criminal state from the outside.
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For example, in the case of Jang Song-thaek's execution, North Korea held a special military
tribunal held by the State Security Agency on December 12, 2013, sentenced Jang to death for 'a
heinous crime conspiring to overthrow the state' and immediately executed it. By publicizing the
image of Jang Seong-taek standing in court with his hands tied in ropes and being held captive
by State Security Department agents, both inside and outside the country, North Korea showd
the regin of terror by this one single photo. It can be assumed that this scene aroused great fear
among high-ranking officials in North Korea. North Korea emphasizes the Juche ldeology of
'‘people-centered’, and Kim Il Sung insisted "Yiminwecheon', regarding the people as heavenly. In
explaining his ruling ideology, Kim Jong Un says that the great Kim llsungism-Kimjongilism is, in
essence, the people-first principle. In other words, he is declaring the people-first principle as his
method of governance. It is not easy to think that the people-first principle and the reign of terror
are compatible. However, North Korea is shouting to the officials of the Workers' Party of Korea,
"Serve with all your might for the sake of the people!" Myeolsabokmu(Selfless service)' literally
means 'exchanging one’s life for the happiness of the people.’

Let me read the North Korean literature on this. The main obstacle to correcting the officials'
business methods and styles was overcoming the abuse of power and bureaucracy. Abuse of
power and bureaucracy are the most harmful ideological toxins and basic obstacles that separate
the party from the masses. Power and bureaucracy are not simply problems of the character or
work of officials, but problems of ideology. Exercising power and bureaucracy not only causes
officials to lose the public's trust and puts a stain on political life, but also damages the authority
of the party, blurs the image of socialism, and ultimately ruins the revolution and construction of
the party. Jang Seong-taek's crime is that he pretended to support the party and the
Suryeong(Supreme Leader) in front of him,

and then turned around and engaged in sectarian behavior. In addition, it was revealed that he
committed acts of betrayal by selling the country's precious resources at a bargain price, and
even held responsibility for the currency reform in 2009, bringing great economic confusion to
North Korea and greatly hindering the improvement of people's lives. In North Korea's eyes,
these actions stem from the power that Jang Song-thaek possesses, from his power and
bureaucracy, and become "the most harmful ideological poison that separates the party from the
masses." Therefore, from the cadre's point of view, loyalty to the Party and the
Suryeong(Supreme Leader) and selfless service to the people is the people-first principle. From
the people's point of view, this should really be regarded as heavenly. But | wonder what people
actually think.
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Fifth, we believe, ‘North Korea is starving its people.” In fact, from about 1994 to around 1999,
North Korea went through the period of the 'Arduous March', and the economic crisis even
brought the North Korean system to the brink of collapse. It is estimated that between 500,000
and 600,000 people starved to death during this time. Of course, it can be seen that it has
improved a little now, but North Korea still suffered from the corona pandemic and is still
spending huge military expenditures, so the life of ordinary people is still considered very difficult.
In particular, after the corona pandemic, North Korea, which took a strong containment policy,
reported that the food crisis was further intensified. As for us, we hope that the people of North
Korea will not starve.

Sixth, there is a tendency to think that North Korea is a country that does not change. Actually,
North Korea is not a rapidly changing society. It still emphasizes the Juche Ideology of the Kim Il
Sung era and maintains the basic political and social framework of that era. However, the present
North Korean society is also changing very much. One reason was that the rationing system
became difficult for economic reasons, but a market economy system centered on the
‘Jangmadang’ is also taking its place. Like many other countries at the beginning of the 21st
century, North Korea can be said to be experiencing a transition from socialism to capitalism.
While a fundamentally socialist system remains in the political philosophy and rhetoric of the
North Korean government, the North Korean economy has been irreversibly transformed into a
market economy and is undergoing change. And as a result, various changes are being detected
in daily life in North Korea. So, it seems necessary to take a closer look at North Korea's politics
and society.

Then, what about North Korea from the perspective of South Korea, the southern part of the
Korean Peninsula? To us, North Korea was a country that shared the same history, culture and
language. However, while living for a long time as beings with different political entities due to
division and war, on the one hand, they are the same comrades in terms of ethnicity, and on the
other, they are also objects of caution from a security perspective. In this way, our view of North
Korea is ambivalent. So, it can be said that there is a duality in the perception of North Korea.
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One is to perceive North Korea as a party to form a national community with us, and the other is
to perceive North Korea as a threat to our security and right to live. First of all, from the
perspective of looking at North Korea as a partner forming a national community, the two Koreas
are a homogenous nation, and have common historical characteristics such as the same history,
culture, and lifestyle. And as the Cold War ended with the collapse of the socialist bloc, an
atmosphere of reconciliation and cooperation was created between the two Koreas. Through
the inter-Korean summit, efforts were made to improve inter-Korean relations and promote the
Sunshine Policy, creating an atmosphere in which South and North Korea pursue mutual
recognition and peaceful coexistence. The existing object of exclusion and confrontation has
been transformed into an object of recognition and coexistence, and exchanges have begun in
various fields such as society, culture, and sports. Private level North Korea support projects and
local government cooperation projects were also carried out. And although it was frustrated, we
negotiated denuclearization through North Korea-U.S. summits and inter-Korean summits, and
as a result, we made efforts to discuss peace on the Korean Peninsula together.

However, there is definitely a point of view that North Korea is a threat to our right to live. After
the division, South and North Korea experienced the national tragedy of the Korean War, and
since then, military clashes, conflicts, and tensions have occurred from time to time, such as the
Yeonpyeong Island shelling provocation, the Battle of Yeonpyeong, and the attack on the
Cheonan warship. This is because it continues to lead to missile provocations and nuclear threats.
However, if we look at North Korea from only one perspective, it will be difficult to establish a
long-term and stable relationship between the two Koreas. If only the security perspective is
emphasized, it is difficult to resolve the hostile relationship between the two Koreas, and
ignoring the security perspective will inevitably cause confusion.

Realistically, therefore, we need a balanced awareness of North Korea's dual nature. So, before
studying North Korea, we must first recognize North Korea as an opponent of coexistence and
co-prosperity, and we need to make efforts to objectively know and understand North Korea.
And | would like to say that the North Korean regime must be judged based on universal values.
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Among these, it is necessary to know North Korea objectively for the following reasons. In the
reality of North Korea that we can recognize, there is North Korea in the official world that the
North Korean authorities aim for and the reality of North Korea that North Koreans actually face.
North Korea reported by official media such as newspapers and broadcasting, which function as
propaganda tools of the North Korean regime, may not be the same as the reality of North Korea,
so there is a limit to understanding the reality of North Korea through this. Therefore, in addition
to the image of North Korea shown in the official media of North Korea, efforts should be made
to objectively grasp the real life of North Korean residents. This content is quoted from the
contents written in 'Understanding North Korea', which is issued every year by the Institute for
Unification Education. So, North Korea is saying that they have an external ‘propaganda North
Korea', and on the other hand, there is an internal 'actual North Korea'. That's why it is
emphasizing that when we study North Korea, we should try to know about the actual North
Korea.

However, this 'Politics and Society of North Korea' lecture we are studying tries to approach it
backwards. In other words, while analyzing and interpreting the data of ‘propaganda North
Korea’, we want to look inside North Korea, ‘real North Korea’. So, specifically, it can be said that
it is an attempt to grasp the characteristics of the actual North Korean regime with visual icons
such as paintings, photographs, statues, and monuments that have been used as tools for
political propaganda in North Korea. This is the end of this session.
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‘ Nationalization of the Public : Understanding of
North Korea and the Characteristics of the North
Korean Regime

Characteristics of the North Korean
System

We will start from where we left last session. For a general understanding of 'Politics and Society
of North Korea', | would like to outline the characteristics of the North Korean system first. The
North Korean system has both the universal characteristics of socialism and the unique
characteristics unique to North Korea. In other words, the state-led management system
centering on the planned economy and the party-dominant system show the universal
characteristics of socialism. At the same time, the Suryeong(Supreme Leader)-centered system
and power succession from Kim Il Sung to Kim Jong Il and Kim Jong Un are very unigue political
characteristics unique to North Korea.

First of all, North Korea is a one-party proletarian class dictatorship, that is, a one-party ruling
system centered on the Labor Party. This means that the one party in power is the source of
power with the highest status and authority, and dominates the country and society by ranking
higher than other institutions or organizations. In other words, all organs of the state and society
are under the leadership and control of the Party, and all policies are promoted under the
direction of the Party.
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The North Korean regime is politically a Suryeong(Supreme Leader) system based on the Juche
Ideology as the ruling ideology. In the early days, North Korea’s ruling ideology, like other socialist
countries, was ‘Marxism-Leninism. However, at the 6th Party Congress in October 1980, the
party constitution established "Kim Il Sung's Juche ideology" as the official guiding ideology of
the party. We will discuss this Juche Ideology in more detail in the next lecture. And in the 'Kim Il
Sung Constitution' amended in April 2009, the ‘Songun(Military-first) idea’, which embodies
Juche ldeology, was added as the ruling ideology, and this ruling ideology became the basis of
the North Korean-style Suryeong(Supreme Leader) system. And then, at the 4th Party
Representatives Meeting in April 2012, claiming that Kim Illsungism-Kimjongilism was the eternal
guiding ideology of the Workers' Party of Korea, in Article 3 of the 'Kimilsung-Kimjongil
Constitution' amended in April 2019, North Korea replaced the Juche Ideology and the military-
first ideology, revealing Kim llsungism-Kimjongilism as the only quiding principle for state
construction and activities. So, based on Kim Il Sung's Juche Ideology, it can be said that Kim
Jong II's Songun ideology and Kim Jong-un's Kim Illsungism-Kimjongilism are the ruling ideologies
of North Korea.

North Korea has an absolute one-man rule structure centered on the suryong, in which
Suryeong(Supreme Leader) reigns as the center over the party-military-state system.
Suryeong(Supreme Leader) is the nucleus of leadership, and the party is a totalitarian dictatorship
governed under the sole leadership of the leader as a political organization centered on
Suryeong(Supreme Leader). The logic of Suryeong(Supreme Leader)-centered system is revealed
in 'Ten Principles for Establishing the Party’s Monolithic Ideological System' published in 1974 and
in the paper “On Juche Ideology” published by Kim Jong Il in 1982. The title of Suryeong(Supreme
Leader) is a title limited only to Kim Il Sung, Kim Jong Il, and Kim Jong Un. In the <Kim Il Sung-
Kim Jong Il Constitution)> amended in 2016, both Kim Il Sung and Kim Jong Il were marked as
‘eternal Suryeong(Supreme Leader)s,' and at the 7th Party Congress in May 2016, Kim Jong Un
was given the title of 'great leader' and given the position of Suryeong(Supreme Leader). In the
amended <Kim II-Sung-Kim Jong-Il Constitution) in April 2019, the Chairman of the State Affairs
Commission was given the authority to 'represent the country.' At the 8th Party Congress held in
January 2021, Kim Jong Un was appointed as the 'General Secretary of the Workers' Party of
Korea' and given authority as the supreme leader.

North Korea exhibits the characteristics of a theocracy in that it firmly establishes a one-person
ruling system that leads to hereditary succession of father and son and holds the leader sacred.
These political regimes have political characteristics that enable mass mobilization, either by force
or by consent.
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Like other socialist countries, North Korea's economic system basically maintains the concept of
socialist ownership in which the state and cooperative organizations own the means of
production. It is a planned economy in which the state is responsible for the distribution of
resources. However, even in North Korea, private ownership is recognized, albeit on a limited
basis. A centralized command economy, i.e. an economy that is basically centralized and
operates according to plan under the direction of the central government. However, in fact,
North Korea's centralized planned management system no longer operates normally after the
1990s due to the economic crisis. So, North Korea is solving problems by making their own plans
in the relevant institutions, factories, and enterprises, and it can be said that the residents are
living by relying on markets that have emerged spontaneously, such as Jangmadang. The Socialist
Responsible Management System was introduced in 2014 by combining various measures that
had been piloted so far. The key content of this system is to increase the autonomy of factories
and enterprises and largely transfer planning and management authority to institutions, factories,
and cooperative organizations. In other words, North Korea is a system that partially introduces
market economic elements into a centralized planned economy system, which can be said that it
is a dual structure in which the planned economy and the market coexist.

Let's look at the social characteristics as well. The social characteristic of the North Korean system
is the principle of collectivism. This is because the obligations and rights of the people in North
Korea are based on the collectivist principle of ‘one for all, all for one’. North Korea's mass game,
which we will talk about today, will be a representative example of North Korea's collectivism
visually.

And in North Korea, there are two families. One is an ordinary family centered on blood relatives,
and the other is a large socialist family with Suryeong(Supreme Leader) as the parent. Here, it is
said that Suryeong(Supreme Leader) is the father, and the party is the the Motherly Party. In this
way, the “large socialist family system” with Suryeong(Supreme Leader) as the parent serves as a
logic to justify unconditional loyalty and worship to Suryeong(Supreme Leader). This is the end of
the session.
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‘ Nationalization of the Public : Understanding of
North Korea and the Characteristics of the North
Korean Regime

m Arguments on Political System of North
Korea

We will start from where we left last session. Based on these characteristics, there is much
debate about defining the political nature of the North Korean regime. For example, there are
discussions that variously define North Korea as a totalitarian state, a theocracy state, a
Confucian state, a family state, a guerrilla state, a regular military state, a Suryeong(Supreme
Leader)-system state, and a theater state. Let's briefly introduce these personality rules.

First, it views North Korea as a totalitarian state. We will discuss this in detail in the next time
difference.

Second, the absolute power of the North Korean leader is superhuman, and North Korea is a
theocracy that regards Kim Il Sung as sacred. ‘In the case of North Korea, the source of all
authority is attributed to the greatness of Kim Il Sung. When the authority to rule is derived from
the superhuman greatness of the natural person, that is, from divinity, without linking it to
organization, position, or support of the people, the political system becomes a theocracy. In this
respect, the North Korean system is different from other totalitarian political systems of the 20th
century, and rather resembles the theocracy of the era of imperial unity or the absolute monarchy
based on the divine right of kings.’ That's the point of view. Regarding these characteristics of the
theocracy, | will discuss how the leader has divine and transcendental power while examining
various visual icons of North Korea in the following lecture, 'Politics and Society of North Korea'.

Thirdly, Bruce Cummings describes North Korea as a Confucian country. Confucianism aims to
establish a system of feudal warlords or centralized kingship. Therefore, Confucius said to his
disciple who asked the essence of politics, "The king should be like a king, the minister should be
like a servant, the father should be like a father, and the children should be like children." In other
words, this view is the view that Confucianism strengthens the military-subject system and the
centralized royal power system, and that such characteristics are the main political characteristics
of North Korea.
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Fourth, Armstrong, who studied North Korea's early revolutionary politics, sees North Korea as a
country that combines Confucian familism and Stalinism. In particular, it focuses on the collective
filial piety centered on Kim Il Sung. Or, since the relationship between the people and the
supreme leader is like a relationship between relatives, It seems appropriate to call the modern
communist North Korea a one-family state. The role of Suryeong(Supreme Leader) seems to be
the same as that of a head of a family in a traditional society. He exercises absolute authority and
defines North Korea as a family state, saying that he is the source of all wisdom in national affairs
and that the destiny of a nation resembles that of a family.

Fifth, Haruki Wada defined North Korea's political system as a 'guerrilla state' in his important
study on the political history of North Korea, "North Korea: The Present of a Guerrilla State;.
Haruki Wada explains that 'Following the establishment of a monolithic ideological system and
the modeling of the anti-Japanese guerrillas, a new national system emerged as the Juche
ideology was established. A country in which Kim Il Sung is the commander of the guerrilla army
and all the people are members of the guerrilla army can be called a guerrilla state."

Furthermore, Kwon Heon-lk and Jeong Byeong-Ho also see that the concept of a guerrilla state
and a family state are closely related. Kwon Hun-lk and Jeong Byung-Ho defined North Korea's
political system as a ‘guerrilla state' in an important study on North Korean political history by
Haruki Wada. Also, while the activities of the partisans are traditional against strong external
forces, their inner bonds are described as resembling a family organization characterized by
strong values of paternal love and filial piety. Family friendly relations in North Korea's
connections are a key factor in revolutionary activities and, by extension, stand out as a

fundamental virtue of a revolutionary nation.'

However, after the death of Kim Il Sung, Wada Haruki revised the concept of a guerrilla state and
even corrected it to a 'regular military state.' He reported that in order to capture the system
change after Kim Il Sung's death, that is, the new regime of Kim Jong-il, it should be seen as a
'regular military state' rather than a guerrilla state. The book "North Korea: The Present of a
Guerrilla Statey written in 1998 was retitled "North Korea: From a Guerilla State to a Regular
Military State; in 2002.
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They also describe North Korea as a Suryeong(Supreme Leader) system. It refers to an orderly
organizational system that works as one person under the leadership of Suryeong(Supreme
Leader) and a system that guarantees discipline through systems and ideologies. In other words,
it is regulated as Suryeong(Supreme Leader) system that puts the suryong on top of the Soviet-
style party-state system.

Also, the discussion of defining North Korea as a theater state is very interesting. Haruki Wada
says this. The guerrilla state, which considers Kim Il Sung as the commander of the guerrilla army
and all the people as members of the guerrilla army, is what Clifford Geertz calls a 'theater state."
He called the theater state a state in which power is displayed through ritual. North Korea's
guerrilla state has become, as he says, a theater state that is difficult to find in modern times. The
guerrilla state, as a theater state, needed designers and directors. Suryeong(Supreme Leader)'s
son, Kim Jong I, took on that role. Haruki Wada introduced the concept of the ‘theater state’ by
citing anthropologist Clifford Geertz's classic study of ritualistic politics and the spectacle of
power in Indonesia. He presented this concept as a paradigm for understanding the political
process and development of North Korea during the Kim Jong Il era. Kwon Hun-lk and Jung
Byeong-Ho brought the concept of theater state by Haruki Wada, mainly examining public art
works or large-scale spectacles in North Korea, and exploring North Korea's national character of
theater, and said as follows. “Studies on the politics of revolutionary socialist countries have often
extended their field of inquiry to various technigues of popular politics, such as songs, plays and
films, mass rallies and mass events, and many other similar tools of ideology and propaganda. In
North Korea, these various forms of propaganda are broadly referred to as ‘revolutionary art’ and

”

their dissemination methods have been raised to a high level.” “It is the birth of a powerful
modern theater nation aimed at resisting the natural culling of charismatic power through
artificial art politics.” This concept of a theater state seems very appropriate to explain North

Korea's visual and spectacular propaganda.

As such, there are studies that define North Korea's political system in a variety of ways. This also
means that North Korea's political system implies complex elements that cannot be defined as
one yet. Overall, in this lecture, among the various debates about North Korea's political system,
North Korea has theocratic characteristics along with totalitarian characteristics, and we will
examine the discussions on it one by one. This is the end of this session.
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‘ Nationalization of the Public : Understanding of
North Korea and the Characteristics of the North
Korean Regime

Totalitarian Political System
and North Korean System

We will start from where we left last session. To summarize the political system of North Korea,
North Korea is a socialist country, a one-party dictatorship of the proletariat, and
Suryeong(Supreme Leader) system centered on one Suryeong(Supreme Leader). However, we
can compare the political system of North Korea with the totalitarian system.

First of all, Friedrich-Brzezinski, in his book, 'Totalitarian Dictatorship and Autocracy,, published in
1956, reveals the characteristics of the totalitarian despotic political system. This ‘model by
Friedrich-Brzezinski' also represents the social scientific conceptualization of totalitarianism in the
Cold War. They point out six characteristics of 'totalitarian dictatorship'.

First is the existence of a formal ideology. Totalitarian official ideologies were characterized by a
vision of a millennium-perfect world while radically rejecting established society.

Second, there is usually a single popular party led by a single dictator. These party members are
passionately committed to the official ideology, and the party either dominates or is inextricably
intertwined with the government bureaucracy.

Third, it is said that it is a terror system by the secret police. This device supports the party and at
the same time serves as a watchdog on the part of the leader. This terror is exercised not only
against the regime's enemies, but also against certain arbitrary classes.

Fourth, almost complete monopoly and control over all media outlets.

Fifth, almost complete monopoly of all armed means of combat.

TN & SIAIO1
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Sixth, it follows a centralized command and control system for the entire economy. This
discussion was also a political concept applied to Mussolini's regime in Italy, Hitler's Nazism in
Germany, and Stalin's Soviet Union. This concept emphasized that communism and fascism have
similarities and was also used as a conceptual tool for the Cold War to criticize Soviet
communism and communist society in general. These social scientific conceptions of
totalitarianism contain a fundamental criticism of the Marxist interpretation at the time, which
tended to understand fascism as a product of capitalism.

Since Friedrich and Brzezinski saw totalitarianism and capitalism as fundamentally distinct, they
understood that totalitarianism had more in common with communism than with capitalism.
They defined totalitarianism by focusing on the institutional arrangements of the political process

and means by which power and terror are exercised.

However, the concept of totalitarianism described in Hannah Arendt's 'The Origin of
Totalitarianism', published in 1951, goes further than the existing concept and emphasizes the
anthropological element. In other words, while the existing concept of totalitarianism in social
sciences focuses on the institutional devices and means of total terrorism exercised by totalitarian
state power, in addition to such institutional devices, Arendt can be seen as paying attention to
the mode of existence of human nature in the conditions of total terrorism by a totalitarian state.

Arendt's humanity is related to the inner elements of the human spirit, such as subjectivity,
spontaneity, ability to think, individuality, and collective solidarity. And the totalitarianism that
Arendt speaks of can be called ‘total domination’ or ‘total terror’. This total domination
emphasizes the aspect of ‘loss of humanity’ that is brought about as a result of that domination
rather than thorough domination. And Arendt argues that the essential function and effect of
total terrorism was to destroy human diversity and make all human beings one. That is, the
deprivation of individuality realizes the uniformity of all human beings and establishes "human
redundancy".
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The 5 key elements of Hannah Arendt's concept of totalitarianism, organized by Elizabeth Young
Bruehl, who wrote the biography of Arendt, are as follows. First, while presenting a holistic
explanation of the world and history, there is an ideology that defines a superior nation and an
'internal enemy'. Second, total terrorism. Nazi concentration camps and Soviet labor camps are
typical. Third, it destroys natural human relationships. This includes breaking up families and
banning marriages between people of different backgrounds. In other words, it can be seen as
destroying all private areas between humans. Fourth, it is governed by bureaucracy. This is the
phenomenon of trusting the secret police rather than the military as a means of governance
beyond simple bureaucracy. Fifth, it advocates a kind of 'absolute sovereignty' and justifies the

imperialist ideology.

However, if discussions such as the loss of collective solidarity between people, the destruction of
human individuality, and human redundancy are added here, it seems that Arendt's concept of
totalitarianism can be further expanded and understood. In other words, in the existing concept
of totalitarianism, the anthropological consequences of total terrorism must be added. This is not
simply to judge whether or not totalitarianism is a form of terrorism by the state power that
pursues totalitarianism. Rather, it means that she pays attention to whether it has gone as far as
destroying people's humanity to the end. Different scholars, or before and after the Cold War,
see the concept of totalitarianism slightly differently depending on the period. Arendt's case
emphasizes not only the institutional device of state power and terrorism, but also the mode of
existence of humanity. It seems that Arendt's deep will, emphasizing the need to fiercely look
into the loss of fundamental humanity through totalitarianism, that is, the disastrous human

consequences.

However, from the standpoint of looking into North Korea, it is impossible to meet the people of
North Korea in reality, so | think that there are many limitations in research to look into the
existence of North Korean people's humanity and even the loss of that humanity. So, although it
is criticized that it can be a conceptual weapon of the Cold War that criticizes communism, first
of all,  would like to compare and examine North Korea's political system, focusing on the six
common characteristics of totalitarianism identified by Friedrich and Brzezinski. As mentioned
before, they say that among the dictatorships that oppress the people, the worst dictatorship is
called “totalitarian dictatorship,” and they see Hitler's Nazi Party and Stalin’s communist rule as
examples of totalitarian dictatorship. If we compare the six conditions of Friedrich and
Brzezinski's totalitarian dictatorship with the North Korean system, we can find that they are very
similar. If you put it in a simple table, | think it can be explained as follows.
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In North Korea, the Juche ideology exists as an official ideology that governs all aspects of human
life, and the Workers' Party of Korea exists, where Kim Il Sung, Kim Jong Il, and Kim Jong Un are
hereditarily ruled by one person. Furthermore, the Party and the secret police, for example, the
State Security Department's terrorism system, mass media monopoly to the extent that even
radio and TV channels are fixed, and armed force monopoly and central control economy exist. If
you look at these characteristics, North Korea can be seen as a typical totalitarian regime that has
all six characteristics suggested by Friedrich and Brzezinski. However, while North Korea has these
characteristics of totalitarianism, at the same time it also has the characteristics of a theocracy in

which one leader is sacred and his unlimited power is recognized.

In this lecture, we talked about the characteristics of totalitarianism, but in the next lecture, we
will also explain the characteristics of North Korea's theocracy. This is the end of this session.
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‘ Nationalization of the Public : Understanding of
North Korea and the Characteristics of the North
Korean Regime

m Nationalization of the Public: Documentary

We will start from where we left last session. | said that North Korea has characteristics of a
totalitarian state. How did North Korea make it possible to nationalize the masses? In other
words, how did the people of North Korea become the people of Kim Il Sung?

First, I'd like to introduce a documentary about North Korea that you can ponder on. It is a 2005
documentary called 'A State of Mind' directed by Daniel Gordon from England. After 'The Game
of Their Lives' in 2002, Daniel Gordon directed 'A state of Mind" as his second film, and 'Crossing
the Line' in 2006. The Kim Jong Il regime, who had a favorable relationship with director Gordon
through 'The Game of Their Lives', allowed him to interview the two girls and their families
preparing for the mass game, and even film parts of the game. and even film parts of the game.
So, in this film, two North Korean girls, Hyeon-soon and Song-yeon, actually prepare for the
eight-month mass game from February to September 2003, showing the process.

Regarding the collectivist closedness of the North Korean system, which is difficult to understand
from the eyes of the West, which values individual values above all else, Daniel Gordon doesn't
try to understand unconditionally with a critical gaze, and he doesn't try to understand it, but
he's just choosing a way to show it. Instead, he captured without filtering the North Koreans
themselves praising and worrying about their country and leader. As a result, it seems that he
provides an opportunity to dispel unconditional prejudice and think objectively about people
living in this strange country. If you have time, | hope you all take a look.
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Then, before discussing Daniel Gordon's documentary ‘A State of Mind' in earnest, let's first
explain North Korea's collective gymnastics for better understanding. After North Korea's
collective gymnastics first appeared in 1947 under the direction of Kim Il Sung, the 'Collective
Gymnastics Creation Group' was established under the National Sports Guidance Committee in
November 1971, and the 'Collective Gymnastics Creation Department' was created at the
Pyongyang University of Physical Education. As a result, North Korea's unique 'collective
gymnastics' was created for the purpose of showing off its regime. According to North Korea's
'Literature and Arts Dictionary', collective gymnastics is a comprehensive physical art that
encompasses a large group, and it is described as one of the vast scale gymnastics art forms in
which a large number of people participate, with gymnastics and dance movements as the basic
means of expression.

Its content states, 'The proud victorious journey of our people and the achievements achieved in
all fields, including politics, economy, culture, and military, are reflected in an epic form on a
historical canvas.' In North Korea, this 'collective gymnastics' is appropriately used as a great
means of political education. In other words, they are performing large-scale group gymnastics
with 50,000 to 100,000 people at political events or national anniversaries. When a group
gymnastics performance is decided, it is practiced over a period of about 3 to 6 months, and
mainly high school students living in downtown Pyongyang are mobilized. During this period,
large and small items must be prepared, and after being mobilized, you must practice repeatedly
without a break. In this process, students with weak bodies are exhausted, but if they make a
mistake, they will be punished by the instructor immediately, so they cannot be vigilant for a
moment.

The most notable thing in North Korea's 'group gymnastics' performances is the 'card section’. In
North Korea, it is called 'Baekyongdae'. Various pictures, letters, and three-dimensional and
rhythmic shapes are used to explain ideas and themes that gymnastics and music cannot express
or are difficult to express. The participants who are mobilized for this Baekyongdae are also
young students. North Korea's card section exudes admiration from the viewer for its size,
instantaneous technology, and sophisticated and majestic scenes. However, the students who
direct this movement must be nervous throughout the performance, not letting go of their minds
while shedding blood and sweat.
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North Korea's performing arts produce many performances with a strong assemblage nature
based on the spirit of collectivism, and a mixture of various genres or large-scale performances at
stadiums are constantly being developed. Created in 1999 under the direction of Kim Jong I,
Grand Gymnastics and Artistic Performance' is the largest of North Korea's performance forms.
100,000 actors appear annually and most of the large 150,000-seat stadium is used as a stage.
Large-scale stadium performances created by combining existing collective gymnastics with new
art performances, such as music, theater, dance, and acrobatics, are these large collective
gymnastics and art performances.

In other words, this is a performance with enhanced artistry, such as a dance scene, solo singing
and acting by professional artists, with a card section unfolding by the Baekyongdae along with
group gymnastics. This large group gymnastics and art performance features North Korea's best
professional artists, including the Bipada Opera Troupe, Mansudae Art Troupe, and Pyongyang
Art Troupe, to strengthen artistic expression, and full-fledged stage equipment and lighting are
used. In the past, collective gymnastics was part of the sports events supervised by the National
Sports Guidance Committee, but these mass gymnastics and art performances are said to be
directly supervised by the Ministry of Culture. Massive gymnastics and art performances, which
debuted in 2000 at the <Invincible Chosun Workers' Party>, became established as a genre in
North Korea through the 'Arirang' performance in 2002. North Korea's mass games are actually
a great synthesis of gymnastics and music.

However, as much as the national gymnastics was emphasized in the era of Hitler's
totalitarianism in Germany in the past, it is also inherent in the political nature that brings about
the nationalization of the masses. Collectivism, which is emphasized only through words or
education, is inevitably different from collectivism, which is directly learned and learned through
the body.
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Let me briefly quote from the book 'The Nationalization of the Masses; by George Mosse, who
studied Hitler's totalitarianism in Germany. When a nation expresses itself, it is the national
monuments and public festivals that provide the myths and symbols that make up the
appropriate national rites. But they did not exist separately. At the beginning of the 19th and
20th centuries, some groups played an important role in preserving and expanding the new
secular religion. The public festival in Germany at the time referred to here meant the activities of
the gymnastics club, the men's choir, and the shooting club. Since we're talking about collective
gymnastics in North Korea, here's a little more quotation about discussion of gymnastics by
George Mosse: ‘Patriotic love through gymnastics’ was based on the premise that ‘teaching and
life must be unified as one.’ The unity of body and spirit was the most important lesson. The
gymnastics club saw themselves as a catalyst for national revival. The festival was believed to be
crucial to the operation of the patriotic spirit. Actions and symbols were important in maintaining
continuity among the crowd. For such a rite signified a sacred act, and was to transform a
disorderly crowd into a more or less disciplined mass. The festival of gymnastics club members
consistently combined physical training with national symbols and rituals. It was a kind of hall of
worship. It became a specific space for the National Gymnastics Ceremony.

There must have been several factors that made German totalitarianism possible. Looking at
documentaries such as Hitler's 'Triumph of the Will', the question is always how the public at this
time was able to support Hitler like that. But George Mosse, asking, "How did the German
masses become Hitler's subjects?" said that in addition to these gymnastics clubs, shooting clubs,
and men's choirs, various festivals, plays, movies, choirs, operas, mass games, sports, mass
competitions, lighting, marches, national ceremonies, statues, monuments, etc. are one of the
main factors that made the public's nationalization possible. Among them, love for one's country
through gymnastics is the unification of teaching and life, and the unification of body and spirit
through gymnastics is the most important lesson.

The same would be true of North Korea. The mass game in North Korea can be said to be a
spectacular collective art that best expresses the ideal of collectivism and totalitarianism, ‘one for
all'. Through this process, the people believe that they will achieve unity of body and spirit and
become a 'true communist type of human being'.
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The documentary 'A state of Mind' shows the entire process, from the basic practice stage of
North Korea's mass game preparations to the final performance scene. The two girls participating
as gymnasts in this mass game, 13-year-old Hyeon-soon and 11-year-old Song-yeon, are learning
and learning while enduring harsh training even though they are still young. Even though we feel
miserable that the practice area is a cold, rough cement floor, these girls are sweating. And on
the day of the performance, the two girls are very disappointed that the great general was not
able to attend the performance. It is also confirmed once again how much they respect their
leader with dignity. However, this 'A State of Mind' shows the nationalization of the masses
toward collectivism and totalitarianism, but in fact, it may be more focused on the fact that it
gently reveals the daily life of the North Korean people through Hyun Soon and Song Yeon.

This documentary also provides an opportunity to look into the families of North Korean
intellectuals living in Pyongyang. North Koreans, whose father is a professor, are still talking
about the hardships of the Arduous March period when they were starving, and that blackout is
common. Daniel Gordon calmly conveys the imperfections of North Korea through the mouths of
the North Korean people. And there is only one national television broadcast in the home, and it
shows the radio installed in each home. It is also introduced that the radio can be turned down,
but not turned off. This reveals the totalitarian characteristic of having to listen to the voice of the
state unilaterally, but also shows that it has become a very natural daily life for the North Korean
people. It also shows the daily lives of the two girls during practice. Hyun Soon and Song Yeon,
who show girls' mistakes, chatter and wishes, frustrations and joys, are also ordinary and dreamy
girls we meet on a daily basis. Wherever you are, people's daily lives may remind you of the
ordinary that there are things that are similar yet different. This documentary shows total control
and a uniform society through mass games, and at the same time, it seems to make us think
about the daily lives of the people living in it.

Today, | started the lecture on 'Politics and Society of North Korea' under the theme of ‘The
public’s understanding of North Korea and the characteristics of the North Korean system’. We
looked at the images that come to mind when | think of North Korea, and also shows the dual
perspective that North Korea is the same people in South Korea, but on the other hand, it is also
a presence that gives a sense of crisis about security. But that's why we need a process to know
and understand North Korea properly.
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So, in this lecture, | summarized the political, economic, and social characteristics of the North
Korean system, helping to understand North Korea in general, and looked at various debates that
interpret and define the North Korean political system. Some view North Korea as a totalitarian
state, some view it as a theocracy, a Confucian state, a guerrilla state, etc. We looked at various
discussions. Nevertheless, it seems difficult to define the characteristics of the North Korean
system as such.

Among them, this lecture summarized the discussion on the concept of totalitarianism and
compared the totalitarian political system with the North Korean system. However, rather than
defining the North Korean political system as a totalitarian state right away, it should be viewed
as overlapping several characteristics such as a theocracy and a theater state. Nevertheless,
through the documentary 'A State of Mind', which is a representative example of North Korea's
totalitarianism, we looked at the process of nationalization and the daily lives of the people in
North Korea. Then, it would be great if | could meet North Korea interestingly with you in the
lecture 'Politics and Society of North Korea'. This is the end of today's lecture. Thank you.
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